Piedmont Hills High School
Science Courtyard

San Jose, California
Completed — May 2019
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Concept Statement

In response to a dramatic increase in interest in the science curriculum, Piedmont Hills High
School (San Jose, California) sought to construct a brand-new science hub. The new facility puts
these disciplines on full display, with prominent connections between classroom instruction
spaces and outdoor learning pods. In addition to supporting the science curriculum, the new
courtyard space provides an interactive gateway between the heart of the campus and the main
student parking area.

Placed on a sloping site, the two building wings frame the interior courtyard. The design utilizes
the existing grade change to create an intimate outdoor amphitheater/classroom, while also
providing an exterior accessible path of travel, alleviating the need for an expensive elevator. The
sinuous paving patterns and sloping walkway provide a contrast to the sharp angles of the
architecture and direct foot-traffic towards the central portion of the campus.

Large garage doors create a seamless connection between the classroom and adjacent outdoor
learning spaces, allowing students the option of taking their work outside while also providing
visual access for teachers. Located on the north and east side of the building wing, with an
abundance of near-perfect weather days, these outdoor spaces take advantage of the shade cast
by the architecture.

The limited space for the project and the need to accommodate both learning spaces as well as
campus circulation created an opportunity to express the stormwater collection and treatment in
a compact and transparent fashion. Stormwater from the building roofs is collected and flows
through downspouts that daylight at the concrete flow-through planters located around the
perimeter. The courtyard space drains to a central flow through planter as well as a bioretention
basin near the arrival. This creates a learning opportunity which dovetails with the science
curriculum and directs pedestrian flow through the interactive space.
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SITE PLAN
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